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March 12, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Paul Dougherty  
Director of Secondary Education/ Director of Technology 
Scranton School District 
425 North Washington Avenue 
Scranton, Pa 18503 
 
 
RE:  Lead in Drinking Water Assessment 
 West Scranton High School- Classrooms 202 and 206    
 Cocciardi Job No. 200115 
 
 
Dear Mr. Dougherty: 
 
The following report is provided to document the results of the lead in drinking water sampling 
conducted at West Scranton High School located 1201 Luzerne Street in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
BACKGROUND/ACTIVITIES: 
 
Cocciardi and Associates, Inc. (Cocciardi) was contracted by the Scranton School District (SSD) 
to collect lead in drinking water samples from potential cooking water sources in targeted areas 
of the school. Original Sampling was performed in response to Act 39 of 20181 to perform such 
testing, and the specific locations for this testing was directed by SSD representatives on 
previous sample results about the Environmental Protection Agency Action Level.  
 
Sampling was performed by Cocciardi representatives Mr. Matthew O’Boyle (Safety, Health, 
and Environmental Technologist) on February 19, 2020; and by Mr. Ryan Bowers, MS, CSP 
(Safety, Health and Environmental Specialist) on February 26,2020 in accordance with 
procedures enacted by the Environmental Protection Agency2. Samples were collected under 
first-draw and post-flush methodologies, with a minimum of 8-18 hours of non-use and 30 
seconds of flush respectively. Sample media included new plastic containers, as supplied by the 
analytical laboratory, Kirby Memorial Health Center (Kirby) in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania. 
Sample locations were selected by Cocciardi in consultation with SSD representatives and were 
based on expectation of consumption by students. 
 
Samples were hand delivered, on ice, to Kirby following collection.  All samples were collected 
and analyzed in accordance with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Method 200.9. 
Results, summarized in Table I, were compared to the following existing EPA criteria and action 
levels. 

 
1 Pennsylvania School Code; Act 39; Section 742: Lead Testing, 2018 
2 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; 3Ts for reducing lead in Drinking Water 
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 EPA3: 15 parts per billion (ppb) 

 
The laboratory analytical report and associated chain of custody are attached in Appendix A. 
 

Table I 
Summary of Analytical Results: Lead in Drinking Water 

West Scranton High School- Rooms 202 and 206 
February 19 and 26, 2020 

Location/Source Sample ID Result (ppb) 
Floor: 2nd 
Source: Sink 
Location: Room 202 First Draw 

WSHS-Pb-01 6 

Floor: 2nd  
Source: Sink 
Location:  Room 202 Post Flush 

WSHS-Pb-02 ND 

Floor: 2nd  
Source: Sink 
Location: Room 206 class sink First Draw 

WSHS-Pb-03 13 

Floor: 2nd  
Source: Sink 
Location: Room 206 class sink Post Flush 

WSHS-Pb-04 ND 

Floor: 2nd  
Source: Sink 
Location: Room 206 back room First Draw 

WSHS-PB-05 ND 

Floor: 2nd  
Source: Sink 
Location: Room 206 back room Post Flush 

WSHS-PB-06 ND 

 
 Table I: 

  

 ppb: Parts per billion 
 ND: No Lead Detected in sample above Limit of Detection 

   
 
CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
C/R-1: Testing of targeted drinking water sources identified the following: 
 

 All results were below the EPA Action Level. No further action is required for 
these sources at this time. 
  

C/R-2: Communicate the findings from this sampling event and response measures with all 
affected parties, including staff and parents. Communication can be accomplished via 
posting results (i.e. centrally located in the administration office) and/or on the school 
district website.  

 
  

 
3 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; National Primary Drinking Water Regulations, Lead & Copper Rule; 40 CFR 141 Subpart I 
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CERTIFICATION:  
 
The information contained in this report is believed to be accurate and true to the best 
knowledge of the inspector(s).  Findings and recommendations for this investigation are based 
on the observations of the conditions, as they existed at that time.  The inspector(s) and 
Cocciardi and Associates, Inc. assumes no liability for financial or health consequences due to 
actions or lack of actions taken by the client as a result of this inspection. 
Sincerely,  
 
 

   
Rocco DiPietro, CSP 
Safety, Health and Environmental Professional 
Cocciardi and Associates, Inc. 

 Matthew O’Boyle 
Safety, Health and Environmental Technologist 
Cocciardi and Associates, Inc. 

 
cc: File  

Attachments 
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APPENDIX A 
 

 
The Laboratory Analytical Report and Chain of Custody 
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