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English I Honors- Mrs. Gramigna

Course Goals:

· To improve students’ reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills by implementing the English curriculum set forth by the Scranton School District.

· To improve students’ awareness and abilities in regards to the academic standards set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, primarily focusing on the types of writing and the quality of writing. 

Texts:


Adventures in Reading (Holt, Rinehart, Winston textbook series)


Supplemental texts as needed


Vocabulary- Level D

Supplies:


Black or blue ink pens


Binder and loose-leaf paper


5 or 6 section dividers for binder


Miscellaneous art supplies are needed for projects throughout the year.

Class Procedures:

1. Arrive to class on time. 

2. Be seated and begin work as soon as you arrive to class. Pending on the day, you will have writing or a reading assignment to complete at the beginning of class.

3. Raise your hand to be recognized.

4. Bring all materials to class everyday. No hall pass will be issued to retrieve materials from your locker. Bring an SSR book to class on Friday.

5. Follow directions. This has a lot to do with listening!

6. No derogatory language is to be used in class. 

7. Mind your manners. Be respectful.

8. Stay in your seat until the bell rings at the end of class.

9. If you are absent, you are responsible to get any handouts and assignments that you missed. Check my online calendar for homework assignments (www.scrsd.org).

10. Find a friend in the class, so that you can call he or she to see what happened in English class while you were away.

11. No eating/drinking in class. This includes candy and gum.

12. Lav/nurse/drink for emergencies only…no exceptions!

13. No late papers, projects, assignments will be accepted. A due date is a due date is a due date…I give plenty of time for you to complete major assignments. Start the assignment immediately, so you’ll have plenty of time to perfect it! If you are having a problem meeting a deadline, don’t hesitate to see me for extra help with the assignment.

Graduation Projects:

The graduation project will be introduced and discussed at length during your freshmen year. Any forms sent home to parents, must be signed and returned immediately. This year we will explore topics as well as introduce students to the MLA format that they will use to cite their resources in the graduation project.

Homework Policy:


Homework is assigned to reinforce skills and materials learned in class and to prepare you for upcoming class topics. It teaches you to work independently and helps to evaluate your progress. It teaches you to assume responsibility for your own work. It teaches you organizational and time management skills. You can expect homework every night. I will try to keep in mind special events and extra-curricular activities when assigning homework. 


Homework will count as part of your daily grade. Periodically, homework will be checked and graded. I expect that assignments will be completed and turned in on time. You should do your homework on your own and to the best of your ability. It should be done neatly. You are responsible for making up homework if you are absent. Check with me upon your return, or check with a friend in the class. Assignments will be online on my calendar. You are expected to make up your work in a timely manner. In the case of prearranged absences, please get your assignments ahead of time.

Tests and quizzes are to be made up the day you return to school following an absence. If you have a project due on the day you are absent, the project will be due on the day you return to school following an absence. You will have plenty of notice as to when tests will be given. Project due dates are also given well in advance.

Your quarterly grade will be determined as follows:


50 %
daily grade (participation, preparation, homework, quizzes)


50 %
tests, projects, formal essays 

I expect that students will follow school and classroom procedures. Should any violations occur, students will be penalized by losing points on their daily classroom grades. Students will receive a verbal warning first. Should the behavior continue, detention will be assigned.

I am looking forward to an exciting, productive year with all of you!
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