
West Scranton High School Summer Reading List 
Senior 2006-2007 School Year 

 
One of the greatest abilities we possess as humans is the ability to read.  Reading opens our minds to many different 
worlds – worlds we otherwise might not have the opportunity to explore.  It is the objective of this program to help 
enrich and further develop students’ reading skills.  Therefore, please realize that this program is not optional. 
 
Upon returning to school, students will be evaluated during the second week of school regarding their 
comprehension of the selected titles.  Any student absent on a given day and not possessing a legal excuse 
(i.e. doctor, court, funeral, military) will be permitted to make up the test but will not be awarded a school 
higher than a 75%.  Students’ scores will be calculated as part of their first quarter average; this score must be 
included and may not be dropped. 
 
In addition, this year there is an extra incentive to complete the summer reading assignment.  On a selected day, all 
those students who pass their summer reading test with a 70% or above will be excused from school at 11:10 am.  
Furthermore, each student who scores an 80% or higher will have his or her name placed in a drawing, one winner 
per grade level, for a $25 gift card to Borders.   
 

You are required to read all four of the following titles: 
 

• Julia Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents 
It's a long way from Santo Domingo to the Bronx, but if anyone can go the distance, it's the Garcia girls. Four lively 
latinas plunged from a pampered life of privilege on an island compound into the big-city chaos of New York, they 
rebel against Mami and Papi's old-world discipline and embrace all that America has to offer. 
 

• Bram Stoker, Dracula 
The Dracula mythology has inspired a vast subculture, but the story has never been better told than by Stoker. He 
aims to terrify and succeeds, portraying the awesome power of evil to corrupt even the virtuous heroine, Lucy. Only 
the old magic--a crucifix, garlic, a wooden stake--can provide effective weapons against the Count's appalling 
strength.  
 

• Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice 
In early nineteenth-century England, a spirited young woman copes with the suit of a snobbish gentleman as well as 
the romantic entanglements of her four sisters. 
 

• Gary Paulsen, Transall Saga 
While backpacking in the desert, thirteen-year-old Mark falls into a tube of blue light and is transported into a more 
primitive world, where he must use his knowledge and skills to survive.  
 
 


