
West Scranton High School Summer Reading List 
Sophomore 2006-2007 School Year 

 
One of the greatest abilities we possess as humans is the ability to read.  Reading opens our minds to many different 
worlds – worlds we otherwise might not have the opportunity to explore.  It is the objective of this program to help 
enrich and further develop students’ reading skills.  Therefore, please realize that this program is not optional. 
 
Upon returning to school, students will be evaluated during the second week of school regarding their 
comprehension of the selected titles.  Any student absent on a given day and not possessing a legal excuse 
(i.e. doctor, court, funeral, military) will be permitted to make up the test but will not be awarded a school 
higher than a 75%.  Students’ scores will be calculated as part of their first quarter average; this score must be 
included and may not be dropped. 
 
In addition, this year there is an extra incentive to complete the summer reading assignment.  On a selected day, all 
those students who pass their summer reading test with a 70% or above will be excused from school at 11:10 am.  
Furthermore, each student who scores an 80% or higher will have his or her name placed in a drawing, one winner 
per grade level, for a $25 gift card to Borders.   
 

You are required to read all three of the following titles: 
 

• Mitch Albom, Tuesdays with Morrie 
Maybe it was a grandparent, or a teacher, or a colleague. Someone older, patient and wise, who understood you 
when you were young and searching, helped you see the world as a more profound place, gave you sound advice to 
help you make your way through it. For Mitch Albom, that person was Morrie Schwartz, his college professor from 
nearly twenty years ago. 
 

• Sue Monk Kidd, The Secret Lives of Bees 
After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults the three biggest racists in town, Lily 
Owens, whose life has been defined by the tragic death of her mother, joins Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, 
South Carolina, where they are taken in by three black, bee-keeping sisters who show them the true meaning of love 
and family. 
 

• Lorraine Hansbury, A Raisin in the Sun 
This play tells the story of a lower-class black family's struggle to gain middle-class acceptance. 


